
— Dr. Cossini, of Damascus, sends to IJ Union Médicale an account of the
outbreak of cholera at llama, Damascus, and other places in that vicinity. At
llama, a city on the Orontes of from twenty-five thousand to thirty thousand
souls, the disease about the middle of March first attacked fourteen soldiers of
the garrison, of whom thirteen died within a few days. Early in April it in-
vaded the town itself, and during two months and a half there were from fif-
teen to twenty deaths a day. The fact that for seventy-five days tho epidemic
was wholly confined to llama gave rise to the hope that it was engendered by
causes wholly local, and that it would spread no farther. But at length the
villages near llama, and then a city of eighteen thousand inhabitants, "nearly
thirty miles distant, were attacked. Meanwhile, the garrison of llama was

ordered to Damascus, where it arrived about the 1st of June. On the 13th
of June cholera appeared in Damascus, and rapidly spread, so that by the 4th
of July it was at its height and causing one hundred and forty to one hundred
and fifty deaths daily. In fact, these figures are not large enough, for the
Mussulmans conceal as far as they can their deaths, and probably the mortality
reached at least two hundred each day. Such a panic seized the inhabit-
ants that the streets were crowded with fugitives, many being attacked with
the disease and dying on the road. Those who reached Sayta, Beyrout, and
Lebanon carried the disease with them, so that almost all of Syria is invaded
by cholera. At Damascus the disease is on the decline. How the disease
could arise at llama, an isolated place situated on the borders of the desert,
is a mystery. As to treatment, the only remedy that seemed to Dr. Cossini
to be of advantage was a mixture of chloroform with the acetate of ammonia.

—

The gross receipts of the revenue derived from the opium trade iu India
were for the last year £8,324,879. The net receipts for the whole of India
were in the same year £6,323,395. The total weight of the opium obtained
in the same period was 12,716,991 pounds, and the total acreage in which
the poppy is cultivated was returned as 521,270 acres.

LETTER FROM ENGLAND

Messrs. Editors,
—

When Tyndall, the retiring president of the British
Association, alluded to his speech of last year, ho was greeted with a round of
applause which was redoubled and prolonged when he stated his opinion that
the questions of "things organic and inorganjc, of the mind and of things
perhaps beyond the reach of mind," were to be encountered, and not avoided-
It was evident that he had stimulated thought among others than the Belfast
clergy. Sir John Hawkshaw, who was recommended by the government to
the Glasgow authorities to help them out of their sewage dilliculty, and whose
name is prominently associated with the project to tunnel the Straits of Dover,
had been elected as Tyndall's successor.
His address was an historical sketch of the profession of engineering, touch-

ing lightly on a great variety of subjects, and going deeply into none. He
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could hardly have excited a ripple of antagonistic thought in tho smoothest
mind, and the vexed sewage question he let entirely alone. . His audience had
been got together in so badly ventilated a ball that they were actually driven out
by hundreds by the time that fhe address was half over. The next morning post-
ers were put up in the reception room stating that the ventilation of Colston
Hall had been improved, so that Professor Spottiswoode had a full house to see
his illustrations of the " colors of polarized light;" but tho improvement in
ventilation was found to consist in the removal of entire windows, and men and
women were to be seen moving about during the whole evening " to get out of
the draughts."
In many of the sections at least half the occupants of the rooms were ladies ;

many of them spoke remarkably well, and they were always listened to with
great respect. In fact, the best remarks on school hygiene were made by a
young lady teacher.
The greatest variety of questions have been discussed. Yesterday, alone,

seventy-four papers and reports were announced to be read. (I have just re-
ceived a programme of the meeting to take place in Munich, by which I see
that six papers are to be read in three days.) When a paper was read on
Vegetarianism as a Cure of Intemperance, the writer claiming that there is
an antagonism between the two, a gentleman from Bath protested that in that
case he should suggest intempérance as a cure for vegetarianism. It was quite
discouraging to find the time of a section on economic science and statistics,
with Dr. Farr, Dr. Beddoe, Dr. Mouat, Lord Abordare, and Sir James Alex-
ander on the platform, occupied by a paper by a lady on Domestic Service for
Ladies. However, " economic science " is broad enough to cover everything
"from Adam's fall to lluldy's bonnet." Iu the chemical section we have hud,
among a host of subjects, the Tobacco Trade of Bristol, and the Action of
Ethyl Bromobutyrate on Ethyl Acetosodacetate, whatever that may be ; the
report of the committee on sewage, by Corfield, is to come. Of course
there were many papers showing thought and care in their preparation ;
but the general impression that I got was that most of the members found in
"science" a pretty plaything or a nice occupation for men and women who
have not much else to do, a mistake which has been encouraged, it seems to
me, by some of the first names in English science, aud by many others who
lecture and write on Elements of Biology for Beginners, and on kindred topics.
In fact, 1 had quite begun to ask myself wherein lay the claim of these people
to call themselves an association for the advancement of science, until 1 heard
Professor Rolleston's clear, careful, and searching analysis of the evidence by
which be shows that the highly enlightened races are not degenerating ; but it
was really too bad in him to say that the skull of the human female is smaller
and less highly developed than that of the male. One person of few words
summed up the experience of one day by saying that she had heard " a deal of
nonsense talked," and another said that he thought that there was just enough
science in the thing to spoil it.
That the association has done an immense deal of tho kind of work that

has been done by the South Kensington Museum, excellent work too, no one
can doubt. The meetings of this year at least have broadened the channels
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of thought, but they certainly have not deepened them. There is an advan-
tage in allowing tbe greatest freedom of thought, and perhaps in permitting all
papers to be presented by title ; but in the reading, and in the discussions espe-
cially, where the digressions from the points at issue were most common, there
would Jiave been a decided gain to all if people had followed Virehow's cardi-
nal maxim, and confined themselves in their observations to seeing ivas wirklich
da. ist.
In the museum of mechanical science the most striking inventions were

those by which ladies would be enabled to travel alone in railway cars with-
out insult, and men could do the same without fear of the Müller tragedy or of
the demi-monde, and this in the last quarter of the nineteenth century. Of
course the irrepressible trap was there to accomplish the impossibility of hav-
ing a pipe with one open end in the sewer and the other in a sleeping-chamber,
and preventing sewer-gas from getting into the house.
In contrast with the Bristol meeting, I was constantly reminded of the

concise, clear, and original papers read at the meeting of the British Medical
Association, in Edinburgh, a few weeks ago. Everybody was kept closely " to
the point" in the discussions; and a great amount of labor beyond reading
up must have been expended in preparation. A paper on dysmenorrhœa, by
Mrs. Garrett Anderson, took at least three fourths of the members by surprise.
She was finally allowed to read it, but tho "sentiment of the association " as to
repeating the experiment is to be got before the time of another meeting. The
presence of Dr. Playfair brought out a large number of health officers, and
the " city of lawyers and doctors " attracted much of the culture of the king-
dom.
Iu the section of public health, Ross, Eassie, Fergus, Wanklyn, and many

others gave the results of their year's study in the different branches to which
they especially devote themselves. The ingenuity with which Eassie unearths
hidden and forgotten cess-pools and drains is equaled by the skill with which
he applies the remedies. Wanklyn concludes that the presence of organic
impurities in water does not forbid its use for drinking, inasmuch as it can
always be purified with sufficient care. Ho says, however, that large quan-
tities of inorganic matter should always condemn water for domestic purposes
as the impurities cannot be removed at reasonable cost, and ho thinks that the
latter part of his proposition has been too often neglected. The questions of
water-supply, water-closets, and sewers, irrigation farms, are too generally
settled, and the bugbears are too thoroughly gotten over, to havo provoked a

very exciting discussion. The prejudice against sewage-farms may be said
now to be nearly gone by. People are not made sick by eating their veg-
etables, the cattle flourish, the milk and butter supply the majority of the families
in many places, and the effluent water is freely used for drinking. Dr. Car-
penter has done much to contributo to this sensible result, especially since he
had his lunch party at Croydon, where nothing was eaten except what had
been grown on the farm, and from sewage as manure. If the cities are prop-
erly sewered, and the farms are properly managed, there is no offensive smell
at all on the irrigation farms ; and at Croydon people are building houses close
to the irrigated fields.

<
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Mr. Edwin Chadwick, a member of the first General Board of Health of
England, in 1848, and whose authority on all subjects in regard to sewerage
and drainage is well recognized, lately told mo of one of his visits to a sewage
farm. His first remark was, " The sewerage of your town is bad." " How
do you know ? " was the reply ; " it is two miles off, and you havo never seen it."
"I do not need to see it," said he, "lean smell it." What would be have said
to lioston, with one of tho finest situations in the world, with an increasing
death-rate, and where one can hardly go about in August without holding his
nose? London needed three epidemics of cholera, and then would hardly
have learned tho lesson if the members of Parliament had not been fairly
driven out of their seats by the stink of the Thames. Glasgow, Edin-
burgh, and Dublin, Berlin, Frankfort, and Munich, have had their mortality-
rate keep up in the thirties before they would learn. We can certainly be
sure that there is intelligence enough in Boston 'not to require such fearful
lessons. C. F. F.
Bristol, England, August 28, 1875.

WEEKLY BULLETIN OF PREVALENT DISEASES
Tun following is a bulletin of the diseases prevalent in Massachusetts dur-

ing tho week ending September 25, 1875, compiled under the authority of the
State Board of Health from the returns of physicians representing all sections
of the State :

—Coincidently with the transition to colder weather, a marked decline, in the
prevalence of diarrhœal disorders occurred ; but there was a corresponding
increase in catarrhal affections—bronchitis and influenza. Diphtheria also
developed suddenly, the increase being greatest in the city of Boston and its
vicinity and in the Connecticut Valley. Typhoid fever has increased. The
order of relative prevalence is as follows : Diarrhoea, typhoid fever, dysentery,
cholera infantum, cholera morbus, bronchitis, diphtheria, influenza, rheumatism,
pneumonia, scarlatina, whooping-cough. The summary of the returns for
each section is as follows : —

Berkshire : Diarrhoea, typhoid fever, dysentery, cholera infantum, cholera
morbus. Diphthoria in North Adams.
Valley : Typhoid fever, diarrhoea, diphtheria, cholera infantum, cholera mor-

bus, dysentery, bronchitis; an increase of sickness. Diphtheria (generally
of mild degree) is in Montague, Shelburne, Conway, Granby, Amherst, Ash-
field, Orange, I Iolyoke, and Springfield.
Midland: Diarrhoea, typhoid fever, dysentery, bronchitis. Fitchburg, Ux-

bridgo, and Webster report diphtheria, in all cases mild in type.
Northeastern : Typhoid fever, diarrhoea, dysentery, cholera infantum, chol-

era morbus ; a general decline in sickness.
Metropolitan : Typhoid fever, diarrhoea, dysentery, bronchitis, cholera in-

fantum, cholera morbus. The cases of diphtheria are reported by physicians
in Brighton, Roxbury,wCharlestown, East Cambridge, East Boston, and South
Boston, but not in the city proper.
Southeastern : Diarrhoea, typhoid fever, dysentery, cholera infantum. Pem-

broke and South Hanson report severe diphtheria.
F. W. Draper, M. D., Registrar.
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